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By Nicuo_as Bass_e, Efq; 





NUMBER VI. 





SATURDAY, 4pril 17, 1756. 





Eft natura bominum novitatis avida. 


PLIN, apud LiLLium. 


9S the Public is generally very inquifi- 


; Ey % tive about an Author and his Family, 


a iw sy J fhall in this Paper collect together 
Wait © oN, all the genealogical Anecdotes I can 
at prefent remember concerning the 
3 BABELES, in order to convince my 
Readers that I am a Man of Confequence, and to 
make them read my Lucubrations with an additional 
relifh. 
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32 The PRATER. 


Though we don’t pretend to be pre-adamites, nor 
even to carry back our Pedigree to the Father of Man- 
kind, there is a tradition in our Family that the Foun- 
der of it exifted when the celebrated Tower of Babel 
was in all its Glory, and that he took his name from 
it: which name has fuffered but little alteration fince. 


Your Wags and half-Wits will I fuppofe crack a 
few jokes on our name and defcent, and attempt to 
fhow, that there is in the labours of my Brain a great 
deal of the Confufion which reigned in the days of our 
Founder ; but as I highly revere my own abilities, and 
think I have very clear notions of Things, I fhall 
only receive all Jokes, Witticifms, and Waggeries of 
that kind, with a felf-fufficient fhrug, and a contemp- 
tuous {mile. 


We have {pread ourfelves all over the known World. 
The great and magnificent City of Babylon was founded 
by one of our Anceftors; and the Ifland of Babdel- 
mandel in the Red Seca was difcovered and named by 
another. The Branch which fettled in Zurkey dwindled 
away indeed furprizingly, and is now almoft extinct ; 
but thofe who peopled France increafed amazingly, and 
the Defcendants from them retain to this day the 
original name Badzllard. Some of this Branch,  tra- 
velling into Jta/y, were called Babaleo; and a noble 
Ragufan of that name paid a vifit to England while 
Queen El:zabeth ruled over it, and died in this me- 


tr opolis. 


The BABBLES are not only remarkable for their an- 
tiquity, but for their alliances with the greateit Fa- 
milies in all Kingdoms; nay we can boaft of being 
nearly related to crowned Heads. A certain Bra‘z/o 
Monarch, noted for the prolixity of his Speeches from 
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the Throne, was undoubtedly defcended from a female 
Branch of our Family. 


Thefe important alliances have perhaps given rife to 
the fupercilious air which fometimes appears in our 
behaviour, when our words are not liften’d to with the 
expected attention. This fupercilioufnefs, with a mixture 
of vanity, and a propenfity to be loquacious, are rec- 
kon’d our moft glaring, and indeed our only foibles, by 
thofe who are not thoroughly acquainted with us: the 
laft difpofition has occafioned a great many humorous 
fcenes, and diverting dialogues among our Relations at 
their fociable meetings, with fome of which I may, 
peradventure, one day entertain my Readers. 


This fondnefs for loquacity has Seen more or lefs 
prevalent among us, according to our natural tempers 
and conftitutions. My Grandfather, Sir GREGORY 
BABBLE, was fo delighted with the mufic of his own 
voice, and fo obftinately prepoffefsd in favour of his 
oratorical talents, that he would fcarce permit his Au- 
ditors to utter a fyllable. This Gentleman happening 
to marry a Lady who was not fo well inclin’d to be a 
bearer, as he was to be a fpeaker, ted fo uncomfort- 
able a life with her, that he adviled my Father, (who 
was alfo very much addicted to loquacity) with great 
earneftnefs, either to live fingle, or to look out for 
a Woman of a meek and pliable difpofition; my 
Father followed his advice, and thought himfelf un- 
commonly fortunate in being united to a Grizze/, who 
fuffer’d him to indulge his ruling Pajficn without mo- 
leftation. As for my ielf, I foon imbibed an averfion 
to Extremes, and by carefully avoiding the two rocks 
on which my Parents ipit, have becn ever fince liften’d 
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to with attention and with pleaiure. 
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The Females of our Family have been not a little 
trcublefome to thofe who took them for better and for 
worfe. A Sifter of mine is now alive, and in her grand 
climacteric, Rebecca is her name, who has by a con- 
{tant rotation of tongue preferv’d her Virginity, for 
every Man who made his addreffes to her, was very 
foon talk’d out of his paffion ; 


Doubly like Echo /cund is her delight, 
And the /ef# word is her eternal right. 


YOUNG. 


I don’t fee this venerable Sifter of mine very often, 
for tho’ I can check the volubility of my own tongue, 
I am not always difpofed to hear all fhe has to fay. 
She prates fometimes I own fenfibly enough, but gene- 
rally pours out her words with fo much impetuofity, 
that the ratling of them founds in my ears more like 
the clack of a mill than a human voice. She is alfo 
apt to give advice with an air of fuperiority, which 
I am never inclined to hear with patience, becaufe I 
am never convine’d that I want to be tutor’d. A failing 
to which thoufands of both fexes will find themfelves 
extremely liable, if they will condefcend to examine 


their hearts thoroughly and impartially. 


This Talent of my Sifter’s raifed her fo high in the 
efteem of an old rich maiden Aunt of ours, that fhe 
left the bulk of her fortune to her, and fobbed me off 
with a paltry legacy. My Aunt had a great many very 
odd notions in her noddle; fhe opin’d, that Perfons 
by talking fluently and making a prodigious noife, gave 
ftrong proofs of the depth of their underftandings ; that 
the rapid delivery of a difcourfe was of more confe- 
quence than the matter of it, and that thofe who cou’d 
not fhine by E/ocution, would not only make a bad figure 
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in the world, but be run down, and brow-beaten by 
every body. In fhort, her whole delight was to force 
the attention of the People to whom fhe was chattera 
ing, and ¢o carry all before ker by the torrent of her 
Eloquence. (thefe were her favourite expreffions) She 
look’d on me with an eye of compaffion, becaufe fhe 
imagin’d I would be a difcredit to the BaBBLE Family, 
But notwithftanding my good Aunt’s opinion of me, I 
am reckon’d to be talkative enough, and am treated with 
politenefs wherever I go. 


I received this morning a lively Letter from one of 
our diftant Relations, which I fhall communicate to. my 
Readers juft as it came to my hands: not doubting 
but that my Coufin’s vivacity will make them defirous 
of being better acquainted with her, 


Dear Coufin BABBLE, 


I hear you are the Author of the new Paper called 
The PRATER. — O Lud! how exceffively delightful 
it is, to talk in Print to the whole World in what man- 
ner, and on what fubject, aye, and as long as one pleafes. 
—Well, ’tis vaftly charming I proteft — you muft furely 
have a monftrous deal of pleafure Coufin. I with I 

vd do as you do — heigh ho! —if I, poor foul, offer 
‘o open my mouth in the {mall circle of my own 
Relations, I am fo fnubbed and documented by them 
all, that I am quite a miferable creature. — Only think 
how fad a thing it is to have a longing to talk, and 
to have nobody about you willing to hear you. Papa 
often flies into a pafiion, and cries, this Girl chatters 
fy faft, I don’t know what I ain about — Mama iays, 
indeed Patty, you are too flippant with your tongue, no 
body can bear it — young folks fhou’d be hearers and 
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not fpeakers : — you make one deaf, Child. — With fuch 
unkind expreffions as thefe, my poor ears are ftun’d 
from morning to night. —’Tis very hard I may not talk 
now, for I was fixteen laft Chri/imas, and I am fure I 
can talk as well as my Papa and Mama, tho’ I am not 
fo old. —What fignifies age ?— People who have lived 
a great while in the world are not always the wifeft you 
know, Coufin: for fome People make more obfervations 
at fixteen, than others make at fixty. —O how I envy 
the Clergy, who may talk the beft part of an hour with- 
out interruption, either to fome purpofe or to no purpofe, 


juft as they pleafe, 


Well, I fay once more, it muft be excefflively de- 
lightful to talk in Print, fo dear Coufin, do let me talk 


fometimes in your Paper, for I have a vaft deal to fay, 
and you will in a very particular Manner oblige 


Your moft affectionate Coufin, 


and humble Servant, 


MartTHA CHATTER, 


LONDON: 
Printed for T, LOWNDS, at his Cvrculating Library, the firt 
doufe from the Middle of Exeter Change; where Letters for 


NicHOLAS Bassre, Efg; are taken i 





